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This Paper Gets One of Most Extended Interviews
~ the Dutmguuhed Soldier has Ever Given—An-
nounces the Main Camps for Ontario—Is Here to
Decide Upon Care of Aliens Regutered in Port
Arthur and Fort William.

“In one’of the most extended intef-
Sir William _D. Otter,  Canada’s most
distinguished soldie®  yestorday told
the Daily News many hitherto unpub-
lished detajls ui\ the arrangements for
the internment afrd treatment of aliens
in the Dominion of Canadit. e

* General Otter. who has retired from
active connection with the militia
acting at present as a special® oflicer
in chare of (he internment of aliens
tiroughout the Dominion and is _here
to make arrangements’'for the care of
the 1500 men and women of Austrian,

Flungarian, German and Turkish na-
tionality who have bheen registered in
Port Arthur and Fort \\'Illiam by spe-
cially - appointed registration clerks
during the past few weeks. p

Gives Few Interviews

S

S A soldier all hig lite, and thus hept
apart largely from controversies or
discussions - of public matters, and
naturally quiet and reserved in hiy
manner, General Ouer has been one
of the least interviewed of the prom-
inent men of Canada. Newspapers sel-
dom record him as having given them
information or comment. Ay a rule,
when they have, it hag been only to
the extent of a few words, hut yes-
terday’ afterncon at the Prince Ar-
thur hotel the general talked for a
full balf hour to & member of the
staff of the Daily News, on the dis-

tinet understanding that whatever he
sitid might Le published.
The " general had  just returned

from a visit to the ugricultural build-
ings and grounds, in company with
Lieut.-Col. Little of the Ninety-8ixth
tegiment. Ho had been lvoking over
‘he buildings and grounds with o

view to learning how they might bch

ased as an internment camp.

No Announcement Yet
L]
“1 cannot tetl you whether

will use them for internment
roses or not,” the general gaid,
mswer 1o a question from the
orter,

“Are they suitable?
“Oh, yes, under certain conditions
wid arrungements, I ~um 1o meet
‘ommittees of the Port Arthar: and
“ort William city councils and the
igricultural association tomorrow
Monday) to go more fully into the

we
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natter of their use but no deoision

will be made until T return to Otla-
General Otter returns to Qttawa
thig evening. After closing up somoe
busincss in hand there he will Jeave
again on a trip west which will take
him as far -' the Pacific coast. He
told the Daily News that the regis-
tration of aliens was -still going on
and would be in progress for =ome
time yet. In anticipation of the fin-
ishing of the work he did not care
to make any estimate as to the num-
her who would be registered. e
“How do the aliens seem to fecl
towards the registration and plans
for their internment?” the Dally
News asked,
“1 bave not.seen or heard of much,
any, resentment. A great many of
Hom are moure or Jess indifferent.
There may be a few lsolated cases of
hostile feeling having been expressed.
The attitude of these people is ¢ne
of 1he things I am studying."

Attitude of _Allens

The Daily News told (he genoral of
the incidents  in Port  Arthur last|
weeK when o steamer near the gov-

ernment elevator was  bhurned, evi-
dently Ly an incendiary. and the
firing upon a militia guard in the

sume vicinity the next night.

“Yes, thore are the kind of cases 1
am interested in,” said the general.
YOf course it is hard to tell some-
times fust what they mean. The man
who ftired at the sentry may have
wanted to kill him, or he may only
have been trying o stir up some ex-
citement for the fun of It

This, however, touok the general in-
to un gxplanation of tha government's
reason for selecting remote points for
the muain internment camps, such as
thuse along thesN.T.I2, The reason is,
he expluined, to get the men as. far
0g possible from contact with  the
neral public and into places where
any individuals with such hostile in-
tentiops as the man who fired on the
focal  sentry  apparently had, would
have no  opportunity of carrying
them into effect,

Treated As Prisoners Of War

“We will treat these interned aliens
us actual prisoncrs of war,” Géperal
Otter said. “We are hound to do that
under our agreement at The Hague
convention. They will have to work
but we will pay them, besides feeding

.
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and huuslng Lhom. ’rho pay, huwovor,
‘will not be much, about twenty-five
cents 4 day. or ennun’h 10 keep thu

in tobacco.” e ?
al Otter: mid that. arrange-
ad been made for three prin-
cipal concentration camps in Ontario.

One will be.at Petewawa, the mili-
tary training i grounds, where it is
proposed to put from 600 to $00 men
at  work cleaning up the grounds,
which amount to, ubuut ‘thirty thou-
sand acres.

.\nouur main camp will be at Ka-
puskading, on  the Transcontinental
railway, bLetween Hearst and Coch-
ranc and onc will also be located at
Hurricanaw, on the N.T.R., 176 miles|
cast of Cochrane, on Lake ADitibi.
Tu cach of these latter about 1000 or

1200 men will be sent.

The sites on the NT.R. at Hurri-
canaw and Kapuskasing have both
been selected by the provincial gove
fernment, and will be cleared by tho
alicns for use as experimental farme.

Not Uscd For Competitive Labor

General Otter =aid it was not the
present intention tv usc the prisoncrs
of war in making roads. “That is
work where ‘they would enter into
cuompelition with ordinary labor,” he
said, “and it is not our intention to
do anything -of that kind. The: clear-
ing up of the camp at Petewawa and
the experimental farms is work that
would hardly be done under normil
conditiong. Qur principal reason for
putting them to work s thate whilef
they arc busy there will not be so
much discontent,”

A gang of 160 men hn\t, already
gone to Hurricanaw to prepare the
camps and 4y svon as they are rcady
the prisoners’ wilf. L sent up from
the centres of pvpulauun where they
have been registered.

The System ‘\t The (,umpn

~—General - ow.x:- also explaingd to
the Daily News the system under
which the lnurnmcm camps will be
conducted, “As far a caring for and
keeping the prisoners is concerned,
the system will be purely ‘military,”
he  sald. “IBach camp will be in
‘charge of a colnmandant of the rank
of lieutenant-colonel or major. - The
three principal departments, com-
missary, medieal and guard,- will- be
military. . The labor will bes directed
by foremen, chosen not as soldiers,
but as Leing capable of huving - the
work donc in a way satisfactory to
the government, according to its pur-
poge of using ‘the land for cxperl-
.mental farm purposes.” .

Gencral Otter said that it had not
(been decided whether the aliens of
| Port Arthur and Fort William would
Ibe sent 1o any of the main intern-
ment camps. If they are, it will be
|10 .the closest.

Women of. the allen nationalities
must also be taken care of when left
destitute. Special provision wwill be
made for them in the registration dis-
tricts and they will not be concen-
trited at large camps like the men,

General Otter asked that he be
not quoted as making any comment
or reference to the military u«.thuy
in C‘nnada. or 1o the war.




